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A Comparison of Reviews 
 

Review 

Type 
Description Methodology Requirements Timeline 

Integrative 

review 

Combines experimental and 

non-experimental literature 

to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of a topic. 

Allows for the combination of research 

methodologies. Conclusions from each evidence 

type synthesized into an integrated summary. 

Follows systematic review 

methods. Best done with a team. 
6-12 months 

Literature 

or 

Narrative 

review 

An examination of recent 

literature.  

May or may not include comprehensive searching 

or quality assessment. Analysis may be 

chronological, conceptual, thematic, etc. 

Typically a narrative article 

written by an expert in the field. 
Weeks to months 

Meta-

analysis 

Combines quantitative 

studies to provide a precise 

effect of the results. 

Aims for exhaustive searching. Quality 

assessment may determine inclusion/exclusion 

and/or sensitivity analyses. 

A statistical technique synthesizes 

data into a quantitative estimate or 

summary effect size. 

 

9-24 months 

 

Rapid 

review 

Uses systematic review 

methods to more quickly 

search for and appraise 

research. 

Completeness of searching determined by time 

constraints.  

Tailors systematic review 

methods to expedite the process. 
1-6 months 

Scoping 

review 

Preliminary assessment of 

the size and scope of 

research literature on a topic.  

Completeness of searching determined by 

time/scope constraints. May include research in 

progress. No formal quality assessment.  

Approaches a broad question. 

Best done with a team. 
7-8 months 

Systematic 

review 

Seeks to systematically 

search for, appraise, and 

synthesize research. 

Aims for comprehensive and replicable searching 

following a protocol formulated to minimize bias. 

Requires a team of researchers 

and a protocol.  
9-24 months 


